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March 2016, available at https://www.ussc.gov/research/research-reports/recidivism-among-
federal-offenders-comprehensive-overview.





Overview of study findings



Re-arrest rates by time from release date



Re-arrest rates by criminal history points



Re-arrest rates by criminal history category



Re-arrest rates by final offense level



Re-arrest rates by original sentence imposed



Re-arrest rates by age at sentencing/release



Takeaways

- Two primary factors closely associated with recidivism rates:
- Criminal history
- Age

- Other relevant factors
- Educational achievement
- Offense type

- Factors with no statistically significant connection to recidivism:
- Seriousness of the offense
- Chapter Two and Three adjustments



December 2017, available at https://www.ussc.gov/research/research-reports/effects-aging-
recidivism-among-federal-offenders.



Re-arrest rates by age at release



Re-conviction rates by age at release



Re-incarceration rates by age at release



Overview of study findings



Re-arrest rates by length of federal sentence/
age at release



Re-arrest rates by primary offense type



Re-arrest rate for federal and state offenders
by age at release



Takeaways

- Across the board, older offenders are much less likely to 
recidivate than their younger cohorts.

- Older offenders who do recidivate do so later after release, do so 
less frequently, and do so for less serious reasons.

- Age is an important factor, but not the only one.
- Gender, race and ethnicity, and education levels also relevant, 

but less so than age.



November 2017, available at https://www.ussc.gov/research/research-reports/demographic-
differences-sentencing.



Average Sentence for White/Black Male Offenders



Differences in Sentence Length for Male Offenders



Differences in Sentence Length for Male Offenders
(Within Guideline Range)



Differences in Sentence Length for Male Offenders
(Substantial Assistance Departures)



Likelihood of Receiving Non-Gov’t Sponsored
Below Range Sentence



Differences in Sentence Length for Male Offenders
(Below GL Range: Non-Gov’t Sponsored)



Difference in Sentence Length
Accounting for Prior Violence



Takeaways

- Across the board, black defendants continue to receive longer 
sentences than similarly situated white defendants.

- This is driven largely by non-government sponsored departures 
and variances.

- Black defendants are less likely to receive such reductions, 
and when they do, they are less significant than those 
received by white defendants.

- History of violence does not appear to be a significant factor in 
this gap.



October 2017, available at https://www.ussc.gov/research/research-reports/mandatory-
minimum-penalties-drug-offenses-federal-system.



Average sentence length – FY 2016



Impact of mandatory minimums
on BOP population



Application of mandatory minimums



Percentage of offenders in select drug types 
convicted of offense carrying MM



Guideline sentencing characteristics of
drug offenders



Role in the offense – FY 2016



Role in the offense – FY 2016



Criminal history of drug offenders –
FY 2016



Offenders relieved of MM penalties – FY 2016



Offenders relieved of MM penalties – FY 2016



Average sentence length – FY 2016



Percent of drug offenders receiving
substantial assistance – FY 2016



Percent of drug offenders receiving
substantial assistance – FY 2016



Percent of drug offenders convicted of MM who
received relief by offender function



Average sentence by offender function



Takeaways

- Some reforms have lessened the application of mandatory 
minimums.

- At the same time, mandatory minimums continue to result in 
significantly harsher sentences compared to drug offenders not 
facing them.

- Dramatic effect on prison population continues.

- Still effects drug offenders across the spectrum of roles, which is 
expressly against the stated legislative purpose of mandatory 
minimum sentencing.



https://www.fd.org/sites/default/files/criminal_defense_topics/essential_topics/sentencing_re
sources/useful_reports/interactive-sourcebook-handout.pdf
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